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Fiscal Note

Present law provides that a single person 18 years or older or married couples jointly may petition to adopt a child through
an agency, privately, or intrafamily.  Proposed law retains the present law and also authorizes an unmarried couple jointly to 
adopt a child.  Present law requires the state registrar to make a new birth certificate of a person adopted and the names of
both parties in a married couple be recorded as the parents.  Proposed law retains present law and also requires the names
of both parties in an unmarried couple be recorded as the parents.  Present law provides that a married couple may petition
for inter country adoption of a foreign orphan.  Proposed law retains the present law and also authorizes an unmarried couple
jointly petition for inter country adoption of a foreign orphan.

This legislation allows unmarried couples to adopt children.  This legislation may possibly increase the number of adoptions
filed in Louisiana and thereby increase the workload within the courts.  However,  the Legislative Fiscal Office anticipates any
potential fiscal impact on courts from workload increases will be offset by an increase in court fees that may be charged to 
the litigants petitioning for adoption pursuant to Children's Code, Article 405.  Courts have authority to set filing fees;
therefore filing fees vary across courts.

The Office of Community Services (OCS) within the Department of Social Services (DSS) provides reports for the courts on
adoptive placements made by all licensed adoption agencies and conducts investigations of all independent adoptions to
determine the availability of the child (record checks) and the suitability of the adoptive home (home studies), reporting to
the courts the findings of these investigations, and assisting the families in obtaining revised birth certificates.  This 
legislation may result in increase adoption filings.  DSS has indicated any expenditure increase can be absorbed within their
existing budget.

The Office of Public Health (OPH) within the Department of Social Services issues new birth certificates for adoptive children
once adoption proceedings are final.  The adoptive parent or parents are charged fees for the new birth certificate.  OPH does
not anticipate any increase in workload associated with this legislation.

Revenues generated by the courts from fees charged to unmarried couples that file for adoptions may increase as a result of
this measure.  Also, revenues generated by OPH from the fee charged for the issuance of a new birth certificate may increase
as a result of this measure.  However, the amount of revenues that may be generated by the courts and OPH cannot be
determined due to the unknown number of unmarried couples that will file for adoptions and subsequently request new birth
certificates once adoptions are finalized.
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